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Legal Aid Society  is Tennessee's largest non-profit 
law firm. Our mission is to enforce, advance, and 
defend the legal rights of low income and vulnerable 
people to obtain the basic necessities of life.

We have eight offices in Clarksville, Columbia, 
Cookeville, Gallatin, Murfreesboro, Nashville, Oak 
Ridge, and Tullahoma. 

Call 1-800-238-1443
for free assistance

In partnership with

The information provided in this booklet does not and is not intended to 
constitute legal advice. If you have a legal problem, please call a private 

attorney or call your local Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the 
Cumberlands office  at 1-800-238-1443. 

Health, Benefits, and Education



Books and workbooks

Paper and notebooks 

Calculators, compasses and rulers 

Pencils, pens, map colors, crayons 

Gym clothes, if the class is for 
credit 

Band instruments, if the class is 
for credit 

School-issued electronic devices 
and software 

Caps and gowns for graduation 

 

This means public schools have to 
make sure all students have the school 
supplies they need. This law applies to:

The school must make sure every child 
has the school supplies they need for 
class. The school can ask you to help out 
if you can. 

Important: Schools may request, but 
not require, fees for supplies required 
for a course for credit or grade. 

If the family doesn't get the 
supplies for class, the school 
must do it. 

It includes supplies like:

If the trip is for a credit or grade, students 
NEVER have to pay. This is true even if the 
trip happens overnight or before or after 
school.

Yes, it is for public preschool, elementary, 
middle and high school.

Every class a student takes for 
a grade or credit

Field trips 

Other activities during school 
hours

This is true no matter how much 
money or how little money the 
family has. 

By law, schools CANNOT leave students 
behind because they didn't pay for a field  trip. 
Schools cannot make students pay for field 
trips or activities that happen during school 
hours.

It doesn’t matter what the field trip is or 
where the class goes. 

As long as the student is going to summer 
school in the same school district where 
he or she is enrolled during the school 
year, schools cannot require payment of 
any tuition or school fees for summer 
school attendance. 


