
For nearly 50 years, Legal Aid Society has provided critical civil legal assistance 
and representation to thousands of low-income individuals and families 
in cases affecting basic human needs such as family safety and security, 

housing preservation, protection of income, access to health care, employment 
and other basic needs.  Thanks to the work of our staff and volunteers, Legal Aid Society  

 has helped make the justice system fair and accessible to thousands 
of Tennesseans who otherwise could not afford it.

In 2016, we provided more than $22,620,271 in advice and representation  
to people throughout Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands. 
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Equal Justice for ALL
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Types of Legal Issues Addressed in

14% Consumer

Legal Aid Society Seeks Justice After Wheelchair Ramp Denied
“John” came to Legal Aid Society with a fair housing issue. Because of a medical problem, the only way his wife could get 
inside their home was to have family members or friends carry her up the stairs, or she would slowly crawl up the steps. 
They desperately needed a wheelchair ramp, but the couple’s landlord denied John’s request to build one for his wife—even 
though a non-profit organization offered to build the ramp free of charge. 

A Legal Aid Society attorney worked closely with a local pro bono attorney and the two became John’s devoted advocates. 
They contested the legality of the ramp denial. Because of their efforts, and even after John’s wife passed away and the family no 
longer lived in the apartment, a judge found that the landlord unlawfully discriminated against John and awarded him a $10,000 
judgment, based on his harm from watching the mistreatment of his wife and being unable to stop it.

TYPES OF CASES
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Project
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“ If we are to preserve our democracy, we must keep one commandment: Thou shalt 
not ration justice.” –Justice Learned Hand

Providing Holistic 
Case Management 
“Betty,” a mother of two 
daughters, separated from 
her husband 
after suffering 
severe verbal, 
financial and 
physical abuse. 
Her husband, 
a truck driver, 
was extremely neglectful of 
the family, punishing Betty 
by taking the working cars so 
that she could not use them, 
as well as not paying taxes or 
providing for basic necessities 
like electricity and water. He 
left Betty and her children 
stranded in the home for days 
at a time while he was on 
the road. A Legal Aid Society 
attorney secured a divorce for 
Betty, giving her the freedom to 
start over in a new apartment. 

It was also determined that 
Betty had been saddled with 
her husband’s tax debt, so her 
IRS refund checks were being 
taken each year to pay the  
debt. A second Legal Aid 
Society attorney intervened 
and the IRS granted Betty 
innocent spouse relief – a 
tax savings of $5,990 – and 
refunded Betty $10,695. 

When Betty then received 
notice of foreclosure on her 
previous home, a third Legal 
Aid Society attorney provided 
legal advice on a course  
of action. 

The Legal Aid Society 
attorneys were able to break 
down barriers for Betty and her 
daughters, who are now living 
in safety and have essential 
income to support them.

Equal Justice For All

With the generosity of 
thousands of volunteer 
attorneys across Middle 
Tennessee and the 
Cumberland Plateau, the 
efforts to advance justice 
stretch far beyond Legal 
Aid Society’s staff. Through 
our Volunteer Lawyers 
Program (VLP), we are able 
to connect attorneys in our 

48-county service 
area to clients throughout 
the region –and particularly 
to those in rural areas. 

Through the VLP, attorneys 
help with things like 
leading free legal clinics 
for immigrant and refugee 
populations, representing 
low-income individuals on a 

pro bono basis in court and 
standing with survivors of 
domestic violence in Orders 
of Protection hearings.

The VLP represents our 
commitment to providing 
equal access to justice for  
all Tennesseans. 

The program 
coordinated 

86 
clinics 

attended by 

1,535 
people.

In 2016, 
a total of 

671 
pro bono 

attorneys donated 

4,585 
hours of legal 
assistance and 

handled 

2,271 
cases.

The free legal 
services provided 

by pro bono 
attorneys, 

paralegals and 
law clerks/

students in 2016 
was worth 

$1,390,408.

The Volunteer 
Lawyers Program 

opened 

1,868 
new cases.

2016  VLP stats



As a result of the generosity 
of many, we received 

from 

donors for our
Campaign for Equal Justice, which 

allows us to provide access to justice for 
thousands of Tennesseans.

Trey Harwell, chair of the 2016 
Campaign for Equal Justice, and Gary 
Housepian, executive director of Legal 
Aid Society

“ Equal justice under law is not merely a caption on the facade of the Supreme Court building, it 
is perhaps the most inspiring ideal of our society. It is one of the ends for which our entire legal 
system exists...it is fundamental that justice should be the same, in substance and availability, 
without regard to economic status.” –Lewis F. Powell, Jr.

The 2016 
Campaign for Equal Justice

For a list of 2016 volunteers and donors, please visit http://www.las.org/who-we-are/financial-information/annual-reports/. 

$814,240

1,209 

We are incredibly grateful to our 

2016 campaign
committee and its pursuit to 

advance Legal Aid Society’s mission. 
The committee members were:

Aubrey B. Harwell III 
Joanie L. Abernathy

C. Dewey Branstetter Jr.
Kathryn R. Edge

Jonathan P. Farmer
Judge Lynda F. Jones

Emily A. Shouse 
Laura I. Smith

Judge Philip E. Smith 
Virginia L. Story 

Robert C. Watson

Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee
and the Cumberlands
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